GREEK ORIENTEERING CLUB OF THESSALONIKI

3rd international orienteering event

www.orienteering.org.gr
mob. 6979-851001, compass7@ath.forthnet.gr

Sunday 6th  of November 2011 (on a completely new map), Thermi dam and Monday 7th of November 2011,  Forest of Seikh Sou, Thessaloniki. 
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The participants.
There were 163 participants in both events. It was the 44th Autumn East Tour (Host Ost) of 120 Scandinavian athletes organized by Worldwide Orienteering Promotion Company. Out of 163 participants 89 were Swedish, 43 Greeks, 14 Norwegians, 4 Finnish, two Danish, two Italians (of Scandinavian origin), one from Esthonia, one from Kosovo and one from Phillipines. We appreciate the help provided by the Worldwide Orienteering Promotion company in the development of orienteering in the new countries and we would welcome their visit to Greece again in the future. We will try to buy a sport ident punching system in the future. 

The winners

In the men’s division and in the long distance race during the first day at Thermi Dam the winner was Per Magnusson, second was Henrik Laas and third was Ulf Palmer, all from Sweden. Alexis Gunko, 35 years old, is the only experienced Greek orienteer, skier, top mountain and marathon runner. He finished fourth in the long distance. Not surpisingly, he gained his experience not in Greece but in Ukraine and Russia. In the women’s division in the long distance race during the first day at Thermi the winner was Annika Björk, second was Amilia Björklund  and third was Jane Johansson, all from Sweden. In the long distance race during the second day at Seihk Sou forest of Thessaloniki in the men’s division the winner was Per Magnusson from Sweden, second Ulf Palmer from Sweden and third Sixten Sild from Esthonia. In the women’s division in the long distance race during the second day at Seihk Sou forest the winner was Elin Manson, second Annika Björk and third Susanne Lüscher, all from Sweden. Certificates of participation were awarded to all participants. No medals were awarded but gifts to nine winners in the three races were awarded.


1st day Thermi dam 

The first event took place at Thermi Dam near the environmental park of Thermi. The view of Thermi lakes from the municipal cafeteria was magnificent. This area was not a very runnable hilly terrain with various streams at the bottom of deep gullies. Thorny bushes required caution. Some athletes suffered minor abrasions during the event and were offered full medical attention. Amilia Björklund  took an interview from K. Koukouris for her school project. A sight seeing tour followed the event. We visited the Byzantine acropolis of Thessaloniki which was later transformed into a prison. We also visited the tower of Trigoniou in the upper town and the White Tower at the seafront.
2nd day Seihk-Sou forest
The event took place at the forest surrounding the city near hotel Phillipeio. This area offered a more runnable, but hilly terrain. Unfortunately, there weren’t many volunteers to help the athletes on Monday morning

Maps and Courses 
Three choices were offered only short, middle and long. During the first day at Thermi Dam the short course was 3,5 klm., the intermediate course was 4,5 klm. and the long course was 5 klm. Maps were professionally made, the scale being 1:7500 and intervals were every 5 metres at Thermi dam and every 4 metres at Seihk Sou forest. The Thermi dam map was made by Valentin Garkov and Zoran Milovanovic. During the second day at Seihk Sou forest the short course was 3.9 klm., the intermediate course was 4.9 klm. and long course was 5.4 klm. The route planner was Konstantinos Koukouris, founder of the Greek Orienteering club.

Background information.

Recently, four Greeks took part in the 2011 World Orienteering Championships and in the training clinics organised by the IOF, from 10th to 20th August in Chambery, Aix-les-Bains and the Savoie Grand Revard resort. Unfortunately, only one out of four, Petros Stefanis took part in the international event in Thermi. New orienteering countries, like Greece, are lacking the recources, the recruiting methods, the beginners’ incentives and the talent at elite level. Not surpisingly, we cannot achieve anything substantial at grass roots level let alone at elite level. After 14 years of constant pioneering work we have only three colour orienteering maps in the whole of the country! Two of them were sponsored by the Worldwide Orienteering Promotion company. The third orienteering map is located at Agios Georgios, Grevena, North-Western Macedonia, Greece.

Orienteering has already attracted some media coverage and some attention by the public in Greece but the almost complete absence of orienteering maps prevents us from spreading the sport at grass roots level. Nothing will be achieved without a strong infrastructure of maps and events to follow up the publicity and of course adequate funding. Since promoting a new sport should start from a grass roots level, collaboration with school authorities and environmental centres is of vital importance. And this is exactly what we have been doing. Finally, under the new sports law, at least twenty administrative councils of orienteering and hiking clubs should decide and send their representatives to a Constitutional General Meeting. The problem is that there aren’t that many orienteering clubs in Greece and perhaps there never will be! 

The prevailing mode 
A world ranking event has never been organized in this country. Orienteering in Greece is a time of festivity and celebration. “Compared to modern sport, what prevails is not the streamlined and futurist time of record production; no “faster, higher, stronger” and no expectation of future improvements on the record. There is no training for tomorrow either” (Henning Eichberg, 1991).

Greetings.

We are looking forward to seeing you again in one of our future events in this country.
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